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1 LIBERAL ED^OATIOir FOR ALL- St 

ficond fipgr J 

/ r by Oh\^ lotto A^tsau* j?, 

flirj} /yUwX*7 - 

The paper in the April number of Mothers In Council on * liberal Education 
for |j j by the Hon. Mrs. Franklin affords so hatpy S delightful a surrey 6 
of our work in Elementary schools, that I should feel I had nothing to add 
had not the Editor done ae the honour to Invite a paper dealing with the 
1 innense possibilities’ the subject opens up. It is delightful at the 
first glance to watch the ehildren breaking forth fret school; but if 
we look closer we observe that aany of the young faces are stolid, that 
soae •£■ L*^**!^ tone a peevish, sow a. sensuous, 

noa* a sly expression, while ^ery lew hav7 the WdeV^ free regard of the 
child who Is accustoaed to think of great things. 

This Is what we propose to ourselves ,to give the 
children of working peopi, great things to think about, A we are encour- 
aged ny the fact that they take to the great things in religion, 11 teratuta 
poetry .history, art .with extr^lnary weigss. Theyg.t to 'know' with a 

readiness which l3 * ll!oat uneafl[l? s ^ u t# „ flr „ lt> whftt thay 

good vigorous English. Let us hear a schoolmaster, 6t Mr, Hornby 
^ Huabl.t, Leeds, on this Point; is southing if by thi/ sohe.e one 

hM be#D 6nRbiBd t0 l8t ln the light * air of a gentler * cleaner life. 

Pathway* of j 0 y along roads otherwise choked or barred by 
ignorance^ or upbringing ,or worse - . 1 
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tfhat sort o f things do we teach thee? Again Hr Hornby shall tell us** 

iWnW 1 

*e read a section of Arnold Forster’s En^lisn 0i story .the contemporary 
section of French History P roughly speat.in' .from the Napoleonic JT^rs to 
beginning of }hts Crimean ^ars*^ We read some of Scott's^Anti- 

quary /the "2nd panto of Byron 1 s '5hi Ida H&roidV'The Ancient Hariner^The 
Lay oi the last Minstrel /selections from Burns ^oldSpiilth* Wordswortn, 
Cowper, ft Shelley* We looked upon the history ol our country, not only 
on tne political ft social sioe.out also sa* it as it was reflected in the 
painters f writers of the time* We watched the unfolding flower ft ^row- 
ing seed in the Mature of Stopea y ft saw it actaally in the growibg 

plant* te read the deli^ntfal nature stories bfPeeStOta, in the r Fairy- 
land of Science*' e turned to the unchanging East^A saw, as thro-u^h a 
glass darKlypthe land of the Phaeaahs , pour t rayed in the ^qok on the Brip 
ish Museum; marched A fought again with Alexander in the pages ol Plutarch^ 
learned to Know the meaning ft purpose of our own lives in Miss Mason's 
bop* ^Ourselves*; Deean to grasp the faith ft trust that underlies ail true 
citizenship in Forster f s 'haws of livery Day LifeJJ* A last, out not 
leas i, wandered In the Forest of Arden in the company oi Rosailna , 

Or lanao. Touchstone, the melancholy Jacques, under tne guia&nce of one 
William Shakespeare *' 1 > 

yt Z__ ~~ 0 ~ 

Ho doubt such things as these have been taufcfct before, ft the processes of 

of teaching ft learning have been rather dull ? dreary/ but we need not be 

dismayed ^because certain ways of the mind have discovered themselves rfhl 

which make it possible for children to learn a great deal more than they 

OyifieiJjj 

have learned hither to^ A to learn with delightful eagerness ft abi i-4-ty j 

This ia where we stand to-day * The children of the 
lower classes are able to 1 ear n' great things" as readily as the children^ 
oi any other class * They seem to acquire the voeabularlyof a stiff book 
a single reading without explanations . They read a great deal, always 
go d boosts^ ft are able to tell what they hive read once . 
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With great accuracy 4 spirit. They remember what they hare read for eoath 3> 
p „ Upa ror y#«a,* they go ho»e 4 tell whet they snow. 

rh# Director of Education in an ieportant district remarks, -4 ‘w e have 
-oted teat children obviously uc# lor .neater e. forts tear, -aiore. 

Learning seeais to have become easy .although tne pace is oeoiaediy daloice* =, 
3r„t#r' 'dwud* are «*ie uoon the resources ^ «atohfu Iness oi the teacher. 
The cooks chose for general reading are thoroughly appreciated 4 enjoyed. 
Oai lbren enter into the spirit of the booda ( 4 display a real insight into 
active*, humour is en oyeot patnos brings tears: t treachery . indignation 4 
□is^ust* So great is the interest in these {dooks / that otiilQren frequent^ 
puroufl.se oooics for tnelr own use* Copies have ueen purvhassd^ 7a,ryin4 in 
number from filty to one hundred .pf'David Oooperf ield.'bld Curiosity Shop." 
Cnris t,>: as Carolling Lear, T»elf tfLHigh t'. Cor lolanus. As You Lie It .Tennys 
The children become obedi ent, we 1 1- Bannered' V gentle in voice 4 speech, quiefc 

to taite A cireful to follow instructiGns#dutiful , A intelligent* They are 


n%t in the least conceited^ because their school fellows do what they dj^A 
no one is conceited about advantages that are shared# ^e ilnd^too^ that d_ 
natural^simple piety develops in them because they find the Bible a 
delightful JLo^m&ny passages of which they are able to narrate^ A it is 
the habit of our minds to ponder on that which we tell at some length 
rather upon that which we merely hear#* If we are inelined to asx &ui 
bono\7_Je not the useful education children get at school quite the best 
for them? Ie answer ;*-Much good work certainly is done in the schools* y 


only the sketchiest of educatmtn&i attainmemiw they often cannot 


weekly newspaper A add magazines that come their way# they seldom attempt 
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to realise that the majority of children leave our sihools at F 13 with 
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to rsmd anything after Hiving school^ Neither in the —unity 

satufledy it is net only t th4t ■ 1uv * nil# crine ls 
increasing deplormbly^but that our educated artisans seen incapable of 

forcing that right .Judgment in all things »Mob should he the result of 
education. Li« thahPhi losophy of the Medieval Church ( we hold that all 
true education is r.ligioW/ belive that fawn , Geography .Kusie f i the 
rest are direptly under -hat Ru«in calls 'the teaching power the Mt 

Sprit of Sad.' 

Finding that all children^ whatever their disadvantages, are 
capable of receiving such an education as should mate them intelligent, 
loyal dutiful citizens, with many resources for the pleasantness afid ful- 
ness of their own lives, we feel that it is a public duty to give this s# 
sort ol education jwhich should be as free as air .as free as religion, 
lor education la a part of religion • 

Now there seems to oe only one my of training a citizen of 
this sort-that is^by allowing H/if constant dal ly^ direct commerce between 
the child's mind A a considerable number of great minds.-' the education t*- 


that we all get through the boo*: a that we read* And, perhaps* fhe disco/f>^ 
that children taxe to the best in history , literature art, without ex- 
planation or other dl lotion , affords us the greatest promise fior tne 
future that the world has enjoyed since the dawnth^tff the Christian era* 

One of Mr-Fishe* 's cogent payings f rfif/ is .^"Education does not raise 
discontent ,it heals it, M and we may yet li$fe to see tne removal of the 
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nrlm.au ohl.flr b.o.uu'tMJ Sllf n otnlffi . if to_thlnt> oT*. 

0 ,„ iMtVwiui of Olotorj.vpowont ol Ut.r.tur.,* tk.y «111 
thiiw M, noble thoughts gracious figuresjA lair lands'^ lateral they 
return to the sore sublet they will Ho so with sane t eentle minds. 

/ V* 

Hi ink too ol the simple good fellowship oli 

r / 

thing a of the mind between class 4 class .of the comparing of notes 
scout the arrival of the tMMttt redstart .about a patoh of bogayrtle. 
scout hhe wrongs of Cordelia, such things aiford a natural ground of 
common interest without the difficulties 6< uneasy efforts that belong 
to attempts at social intercourse., A pillage community sufficient lor 
itself in Batters of the mind is delightful to thimc to say nothing 
of the advantage of having workpeople £ domestic servants cl trained 
intelligence, 

A scheme ot education which offers so much, 

4 whose promises are alredfLy justified by thousands of children in 
Elementary schools^ commands dhhf our sympathy * helpj|& ( as a Churchwoman^ 

I lon^ that it Pj&y be the means oi restoring the Church to some of 
ite ola prestige in educational work. This is a sort of education 
with wfeicfc cultivated persons are necessarily sympathetic. 
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VUrfrita to '-i S 3 Parlsfi bags in., ti«r to .-.fond tnres pamphlets on A 
Sdoofttlon ior A U'^o^etner with any hints aboot schools in the nikghbouf- 
jodf* 


Study tha uascphlats *fith some little care, so as to us aole to show tit 
that what is dl nr- in these 'P.U.S,' schools tends to secure regular 
attendance .great Interest botn in the children fk tnelr parents, etaolait 
discipline that 'takas care oi itself/ -« rapid advance in the children's 


studies*. 

rTlu^“fcf.Q 0 d tii© 'missionary 1 is prepared to interest her friends, jernaAt* If . 
tfi© vicar of tha parish, * p o soiulv the H.M.U oi Jhe district # the 
inspectors are generally cordially interested A very helpfjU*^ 
t> 3 £ Become acquainted with the ifead-Mwster or distress oi 4rr^" neigh- 
bouring school, £ ev cite his Cor her/ i nterest^ which can usually be aone 
uy means of the loan oi tne three pamphlets * 

fA'i Ihen two or three persons are interested ,i urCner steps can b© arranjoS 
in correspondence with the P«!T.HV T . oi f ice* wilt chf i s probably familiar to 
many readers who hair© cni idren in the arenyr Union ScJ^fJol. 

the single steps I mv© indicated ^o lit tie 
trouoiesOsie & so little costly, readers o + « I i o^rny r ■g- r^ r o \ 1 n . : 1 i mi ht ta^e 
part in ar. educational wort: wnion should have a wonderful euect in 
-rod ic in., the ’educated democracy 1 we all desire for the safety £ ^ 
stability of the country* 


There i3 one other way ip wnich we invite & 
solicit help, fe want more definitely trained workers * A former student 
of the House of Vacation is usual iy aole to excite interest in the 
spread oi the parents r Union ®^booL among the Xi euientarv ^e^hoc/s in her 
neighbourhood jwhsther she a \noii valued governors in a family or 

live at home f sne becomes Wre so\t oi educational centre in her neihh- 


jourhood- 


No^y thi s la social y/ori 


of ulte the first importance. An 


e-ujated girl could not have a worthier callin' than to help In this way 
to uuiio Jerusalem in Sag land^s green pleasant land May we as^i 
.oth era in -Qujic 1 1 to send us their daughters to me trained, whether for t* 
twj /©sirs as highly valued r<*|#el 1-paid )\ governesses in families or teambe 
teacneis ia scnools^ orjf or one year, that fTe^nay oe aole to tie Ip in the 
^^urfoodi of (hacr ow n no>n&. W e are too apt to say*_Am 1 my 'orotner’s 
**ep«yin natters tnat concern tne spiriual well-oein* oi children, ****** 
° ,,ina nay be in looking aiter thetr bodily needs; Anal, perhaps 

aQ ' iS n0 better °f neipin ; tne gauntry tnan to scatter such 
4 tQ ^ 9S 01 iqaclin ^ - li :nt as I have indicated in many a country house 

n QV 6 ^ ^ •Cr\ 'i: ilB education oi tne country is the business of every - 
y w© must *£Xoa our ddi'ii share, 

Educa tion,; 6 


6 


$ ^8fgc^c>-2. 

Almost anyone can help in some school if only by potting the matter oeloet 
the teachers ,or, again, interesting t he ular ' gj r^ the managers, Scsie 0 I 
hiir oe at rnrrrcrtnrr^re Churcn schools — Rn y lady^ 
who Is iJt iareste d in ooaaonlcatton tt i th— Sole school 

ar - posal . I carriad^r- The scheme ie Attend- 

ee uy no expens e oeyond the necessary cost of boo**. The initial coat 
01 these la, BO tfwot, in excess of the usual allowance for boo«,s ( out alter 
the first year, the cost should fall well within even a meagre allow- 

4f- - W /.e^; 

anoe. £20 covers the boons for a school of 160 children with some 
adaptation of the classes, A most of the boo.cs last for a oumoer of years. 
U seems to me that Church schools should be ka favourable position 
to l^nch such a scheme, because mere are few parls^'ln which there 
are not persons to whom the nope of giving healthy A happy Interests 
to the men t women of the fut£e would appeal. Ho douot we are all 
spending much on destructive pernaps a few might he found 

filing to help in so remunerative a constructive scheme. 

f iaM- 

Suppoaing that lirs^rranKiiri £ the presen yoiterahtmld 
have the good fortune to 4waken ^ prMWwI lat „ Mt V rQL , s en . 

oi some readers Af- Wotjers-Hr-eouTrcT l .this^s roughly ho w 
to proceed ■ ( ' 

^ .UxL( P. (Vi. - U . 0\\ i U m . / &C * 

'W.K fl VJ. 


